The balance between the economic growth and the need to protect the environment and preserve non-renewable natural resources for future generations has become an important element of contemporary economic policies.
We can see more and more initiatives: international and global, including those under the auspices of the United Nations, whose aim is to ensure sustainable development. The area of environmental protection is joined not only by developed countries but also by developing countries. An example would be can also join the system, which explains the author's interest in public sector organizations. Public sector organizations may play an important role in the future in the propagation of EMAS system in Poland and EMAS system has a chance to exert an important impact on promoting the sustainable development aspects.
While preparing the article, the author assumed the following objectives:
to analyse the statistics on the implementation of the EMAS system in public sector organizations;
Eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS) as an important element of the sustainable development policy on the example of public sector organizations System ekozarządzania i audytu EMAS jako istotny element kształtowania polityki zrównoważonego rozwoju na przykładzie organizacji sektora publicznego to see that the public sector entities can also have a significant influence on the environment and on private sector organizations, and promote sustainable development; -to indicate the impact of environmental systems on a continuous increase in the awareness of sustainable development in our country; -to produce major benefits and barriers that accompany the implementation of EMAS.
RESEARCH METHOD
To review the research hypothesis posed and research objectives, the author used: 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The participation in EMAS scheme is free and open to all kinds of organizations. It is assumed that EMAS shall be made available to all organizations, in and outside the Community, involvement of organizations' employees and management . A list of organizations, operating in Poland and those EMAS registered by sections of national economy is shown below (Fig. 1) .
Section E organizations prevail (remediation and other services 
CONCLUSIONS
The intention to ensure sustainable economic growth and to avoid turbulence and economic crises is one of the most important challenges of the modern world. However, at the present phase of civilization development, such an attitude is insufficient. Man can no longer ignore the sphere of environmental protection, and then comes the need to implement the idea of sustainable development.
Despite the obvious benefits, it requires additional costs being incurred, which can be high (apart from the registration and certification) to achieve environmental objectives. The assumptions of the EMAS scheme of continuous improvement and verification of targets, along with laying down new ones, create difficulties for the organizations already registered and a barrier to the potentially interested new candidates.
As suggested by numerous authors, the implementation of EMAS has an impact on the external and internal benefits gained, on suppliers and customers included [Strachan et al. 1997 , Hillary 2004 , White and Lomax 2010 , White et al. 2014 . However, the cost of investments in the area of environment may sometimes exceed the short term revenues, but the long term financial benefits, the environmental ones included, can be significant. Viewed from the perspective of a few years back, the involvement and participation of key organizations in the system responsible for the generation and implementation of environment protection policy, such as the Ministry of Environment and Regional
Directorates of Environment Protection, shall be evaluated positively.
The involvement of public entities is a signal to other organizations to try to make their employees and society aware that each of them independently, by the form of ownership and the character of their businesses, can have an impact on the pro-ecological behaviour.
The best example of a positive impact on society is the EMAS scheme being implemented by the City of Varese Ligure, already mentioned in this paper. The engagement of public organizations
gives the impression that in the future, they may involve a greater participation of SMEs, farmers and food economy environment, manufacturers, and above all, the education section into the EMAS scheme and pro-ecological action.
The issue of society education still remains a sine qua non matter, which needs drawing up a respective syllabus, preparation of mass media, the Internet, and an active participation of schools, universities and public organizations so as to promote pro-ecological conduct. Well-spread use of respective tools to evaluate environmental aspects within the idea of sustained development is equally important [Gecevska et al. 2016 ].
